


outerwear

Classic Style

Retailers will see big changes in the little things for fall

'09: zipper placement, color, pattern varieties and uses of
technical fabrics. Outerwear is beginning to see a fashion
revolution as companies respond to consumers’
shopping habits, offering more options both for
their wallets and their fashion sense. Gore-Tex
representative Mark Yardley commented that,

for fall 2009, retailers should expect to see
manufacturers experimenting with lightweight

fabrics and design to present consumers with
more fashion options.
Manufacturers have revived the use of
insulating down. Some companies have begun
mixing the technology of symthetic fabrics
with down insulation as part of a layering

system or as a stand-alone piece.
lan Connor, marketing manager

at Mammut, comments that insulation
materials aren't the only improvement this
season — companies this year are following

the trend of insulation mapping.

"Hybrid technology -- the use of both

hard and soft shell materials in one piece”

will have a presence on the floor this fall,
Connor says, He also discussed gender-specific
insulation, or body mapping -- a hybrid seen in

products such as 66 North's Hvannadalshnukur
jacket, which blends the warmth of down and the
waterproof technology of eVent.

Rab will also combine eVent waterproof breathable
technology with down insulation. “The lower profile down
insulation trend is still apparent at retail and we've expanded
our Microlight series of skinny-baffle down to continue our
performance take on this aspect of the market,” says Matt Gower,

Mammul's Diam

d Jacke! features Gore-Tex Soft

Shell in a three-2one comiort mapping design for

optimal insulation and temperature management
AP §799.00

Rab owner and president.
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Gore-Tex has developed Gore
Comfort Mapping Technology, which
includes advanced lamination and
seam-sealing techniques, included in
performance shells used in such brands
as Mammut and Rossignol. This new
construction technology allows designers
to address specific climate zones of the
body, through the strategic placement
of functional fabrics. Designers can also
address the unique needs of men and
woman for temperature regulation
and customization.

Mammut’s snow collection of outerwear
for fall 2009 includes the Diamond and
Pearl jackets, both featuring Gore-Tex Soft
Shell three-zone comfort mapping, Cne
zone features a breathable and quick-
drying light jersey material on the inside
back, where freeskiers and backcountry
skiers are most likely to overheat, especially
when skiing with a pack. The second
#one is in the torso lining, incorporating a
functional fleece for insulation and efficient
moisture transfer and management. The
third zone, in the high venting areas
under the arms and in the side panels,
features a lightweight and quick-drying
waffle insulation.

The economy is impacting
consumers’ buying habits in terms
of both price and style, observes Bill
Kulczycki, president and CEO of Filson.
Gower concurs, “We've heard from our

retailers that consumers are looking for
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The Rab Microlight Alpine eVent is made
using two-layer eVent fabric for the oufer shell
and has the traditional Microlight down baffling
Ingide. Welghing in at only 600 grams his jacket
is super lightweight, breathable and incredibly
warm. SRP 5400.00

backcountry-specific design features

in outerwear.” Many of this seasons
outerwear styles revolve around heritage
and a throw-back to simpler times, he
continues, as often happens in uncertain
economic times.

Filson’s fall 2009 line includes jackets
and vests featuring classic design details
like over-sized bellows pockets with one-
handed snap closures, brass snaps and
cruiser pockets; along with pieces that are
waterproof and fully seam-sealed with
contoured seams.

According to Chris Pew, Trew’s director
of technical applications, the trend towards
classic style also makes sense economically.
He says that, as long as consumers are
demanding the latest technologies in their
outerwear, it makes sense to sell dassic
styles. “If vou buy a shell that’s durable and

lasts for several seasons, you're going to want a fashion that lasts”
g down
in favor of jackets and pants that can mix and match with one-

Pew says the recent interest in prints seems to be dyir

another. These solid-color pieces allow shoppers to buy only what
they need. Instead of buying an entirely new outfit (jackets, pants,
accessories), shoppers can buy just the single piece they
need, knowing it will match what they already have.
Westcomb will also offer more classic styles in fall 2009
with the Pinnacle Collection, featuring two different types
of ribbed wool fabrics that resemble the look and feel of
cashmere. A blended polyester layer ensures performance
and moisture-wicking ability; and some serious insulation
for the fabrics relatively lightweight feel. The Westcomb
Chimera I5 jacket features stretched Primaloft insulation
inside an eVent hard shell.
Trew’s line-up for fall '09 utilizes Gelanots waterproof
breathable fabric with advanced binding methods and a
flexible, non-porous membrane, Gelanots laminates resist
tearing and remain waterproof even when stressed. The
company’s three jackets feature helmet-compatible hoods with
front and back adjustments, as well as DWR fleece-lined collars.
The Bellows jacket is designed for all-mountain performance with
a roomier fit and an uninhibited full range of motion. The Cosmic
offers the most athletic fit with a streamlined design; and the Pow-
Funk offers a roomier, relaxed fit for long days on the slopes.

For the high-end shopper looking for a blend of fashion
and performance, Spyder is launching the L-series line this
winter with silken fabrics, custom-dyed faux and raccoon fur
trims, and Crystallized-Swarovski Elements. The Bling jacket

features stretch interior and thin-profile Thinsulate. The Bling

provides color, fabric and fur options ranging from classic
white and black to untraditional hues such as sassy hot pink,
modern metallic and dramatic rich purple. Fabric choices
include an eco-friendly bamboo blend, stretch metallic, or
stretch pinstripe,

Gower observes that even though the ULS. is trending
towards more fashionable pieces, in general American apparel
still fall behinds European trends. “The US brands are now
lagging behind Europe on new colors, so the Furopean brands
will be at the front of new colors,” he says.

Consumers’ willingness to expand their fashion horizons
is allowing manufacturers to expand their use of technical
fabrics. But Richard Houghton, with Loki’s product
development group, says companies are hesitant to get too
excited about new technology.

“One of the trends that we see
playing out is more thought being
put into new construction techniques
due to the increase in manufacturing
costs,” Houghton says. “In the past,
when a new construction technique
(i.e. garment welding) or findings (i.e.
waterproof zippers) entered the industry,
companies would attempt to apply that
one technique to an entire garment, Now
maore consideration is being put into
which technique or extra is best suited
to which area of the garment for the best
function to cost value.”

Loki will introduce the new men's
insulated N_wvest this fall, which can be

converted quickly into a small backpack.
When the vest is worn, it has a full-width
zippered back cargo pocket.

The Lobuche, Mammut's most breathable jacket
with permanent protection against rain and wind
SAP S479.00,



